Welcome to Chemistry 11!

This semester, we will be studying the following units:
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Safety and Intro to Chem 11
2. Physical Properties and Changes

3. Inorganic Nomenclature

4. The Mole

5. Chemical Reactions

6. Stoichiometry

7. Atoms and the Periodic Table

8. Solution Chemistry

9. Organic Chemistry

Chemistry 11 is a demanding and academic course that involves a fair amount of math.  In order to succeed in Chemistry 11, you will need to do the following:

1. Review regularly.  The best way to do this is to set aside a time each night (even just 15-20 minutes) to review what you learned in class that day.

2. Complete homework daily.

3. Come in for extra help when you need it.

4. Do NOT get behind!  The worst thing you can do in Chem 11 is procrastinate and fall behind.  You MUST understand the earlier lessons in order to be able to get the later ones!

You will be graded as follows:


Unit Tests


                           50%

Quizzes                                                  20%       




Assignments/Homework                       10%


Labs and Assignments                           20% 
The two semesters add up to a total of 80%, to which a final exam, worth 20%, will be added in January or June.

Classroom Expectations:

While you are in Chemistry 11, it is expected that you will use your classroom time wisely.  This means that you will complete your work quietly, and that you will not prevent others from doing their work quietly.
Technology in the Classroom:

Most students carry cell phones and iPods with them.  Please do not use your cell phone or iPod during lessons or labs.  (You may listen to music quietly while you work on assignments.)  A first offence will require you to leave your cell phone or iPod in the office until the end of the day.  On a second offence, your parent or guardian will have to come and pick up your phone for you from the office.  If you are expecting an emergency phone call from a family member, please let me know at the beginning of class, and you may step outside the room to take your call.
Some of my students have brought laptops in the past…but they aren’t particularly useful because of all of the diagrams we tend to use in our notes.  Unless you have a reason why you need to use a laptop, I don’t recommend them for this class.
Food in the Classroom:

I get hungry too…so for this reason, I do allow food in the room as long as it’s not a lab day.  On lab days, NO food or drinks are allowed.  If food becomes a problem (i.e. it’s a distraction or garbage is left everywhere), it will no longer be allowed.

Homework:

You will be assigned a set of questions to go along with each lesson.  It is expected that you will complete your homework before the next class, even if I don’t specifically say so.  I will do regular homework checks (but not necessarily every day).
Attendance:

We will cover one or two topics each day.  The lessons build on one another, so if you miss one class, you will probably have a hard time understanding the following lessons.

We do lots of labs in Chem 11…  If you miss a lab, there will be no time to make it up.  You’ve missed the fun, unfortunately!  You will receive an “omit” for that lab (which means it’s like the lab never existed).  If your absence is unexcused, you will receive a “0” for the lab.

Labs:

Labs are worth 20% of your overall grade.  Labs are due one week after the experiment is done.  (So if you do a lab on a Wednesday, for example, the lab write-up will be due the following Wednesday.)  You will be keeping a lab book with all of your write-ups in it, which must be left in the classroom.  You may provide your own lab book, buy a used one from me for $2, or buy a new one from me for $6.  If you buy one, you may continue using it in your Chem 12 class, or physics, next year.  Note that lab books must stay in the classroom, so you can’t use the same lab book for two different classes at the same time.
Tests and Quizzes:

We usually do a quiz after every 3-5 lessons, depending on how much material is covered.  These quizzes are intended for you to be able to see how well you understand the material we have covered, and as practice before your unit test.

You will have a test at the end of each unit.  These tests will be comprised mostly of questions taken from (or similar to) the homework.  If you miss a test, it is expected that you will see me immediately upon your return to set up a date to write the test.  
Rewrites are offered on a case-by-case basis on both tests and quizzes.  If you would like to request a rewrite, please come and talk to me and we will arrange a time that is convenient for both of us.  It’s your responsibility to request a rewrite if you would like one.
Materials:

You will require the following.  Please come prepared to every class.
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· Your assigned text book

· Binder

· Lined paper

· Pen and pencil

· Ruler (on some lab days)
· Scientific calculator (always!)
Extra Help and Other Resources:

If you need extra help, please let me know and we will set up a time that is convenient for both of us to get together.  If you need to reach me outside of school time, my e-mail is shopp@summer.com.
If you need a chemistry tutor, you might try the following gentleman…he is a retired chem teacher and is excellent!  If he is unavailable, see me and I may be able to provide you with some other suggestions.

Darrol Colgur

dcolgur@gmail.com
250-494-9065

Online tutoring, workshops and practice questions are also available at:

www.learnnowbc.gov.bc.ca
Here’s to a great semester!!!
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